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In 2000 an association was noted between the weekly dead crow density and
human cases of West Nile virus. Dead crow density may provide, along with
other surveillance indicators, a forecast of human WNV risk.

*(Dead crow sightings per square mile) 

High density
Moderate density
Low density

No human cases occurred in counties with low weekly dead
crow densities (<0.1 per sq. mile). Occasional human cases occurred
within a few weeks after counties reported moderate dead crow densities.

Note: Dead crow sightings are a possible early warning of, but
not definitive confirmation of, West Nile virus activity. Crows die
of many causes and reporting levels may vary among counties.

In the only county with a high dead crow density (>1.5 per sq. mile), an outbreak
of human cases began approximately two weeks later.

Summary 2001

No counties reached
high dead crow density
in 2001. The following
counties reached
moderate density
during the weeks
beginning:

Rockland, 6/17,
  7/8 - 7/29, 8/26 - 9/30
Westchester, 
  7/8 - 7/15, 9/2
Bronx, 6/3 - 6/10, 7/15,
  7/29, 8/12 - 9/2
Brooklyn, 6/3 - 6/10,
  7/8, 7/29 - 9/16, 9/30
Manhattan, 7/8, 7/29,
  8/12 - 9/2, 9/30
Queens, 5/13, 6/24, 
  7/22, 8/5 - 9/2
Staten Is., 5/13, 
  6/3 - 6/17, 7/1,
  7/15 - 9/2
Nassau, 6/3,
  7/8 - 9/30
Suffolk, 7/8 - 9/16


